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Hotel to be converted into international student housing

It’s hard enough for Vancou-
verites to find apartments to 
rent, let alone for internation-
al students who must secure 
a place from afar before arriv-
ing in Canada.

To make it easier for the 
growing number of inter-
national students flocking 

to study in the city, the CIBT 
Education Group bought the 
17-storey Viva Suites hotel at 
Drake and Howe to provide 
more than 200 beds.

The company owns Sprott 
Shaw College and the Ascen-
da School of Management and 
partners with more than 100 
other educational institutions 
that are tasked with helping 
students find home stays or 
apartments. 

“We are facing some sig-
nificant challenges placing 
students into affordable yet 

comfortable and secure en-
vironments,” CEO Toby Chu 
said Monday.

The problem became es-
pecially pronounced after the 
federal government opened 
the floodgates for internation-
al students last year, Chu said, 
adding there’s an estimated 
112,000 international stu-
dents in the Lower Mainland. 

It made sense to invest $37 
million to convert the long-
range business hotel into a 
space for students, consid-
ering the decreased demand 

for lengthy business trips, 
the city’s miniscule rental 
vacancy rate and the massive 
wait list for dorms at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia, 
he said. 

Units are between 400 and 
800 square feet and will rent 
for about $1,000 to $1,100 
per month. The company will 
convert some larger single 
rooms into two bedrooms to 
allow for roommates but does 
not need to change the build-
ing’s zoning. 
Emily Jackson/mEtro

Renovation. Units will 
rent for about $1,000 
to $1,100 per month

One of the rooms that will be converted into student housing at the Viva
Suites hotel at Howe and Drake in downtown Vancouver. CONTRIBUTED

Crime

Knife-wielding  
man robs women  
at bus stop
Police are searching for a 
suspect after two women 
were robbed at knifepoint 
while waiting for a bus in 
Vancouver’s Strathcona 
neighbourhood late Satur-
day night.

The incident happened on 
Prior Street near Campbell 
Avenue around 11:30 p.m., 
police said.

Two women, aged 25 and 
30, were waiting for a bus 
when a man carrying a large 
butcher knife approached 
them and demanded their 
valuables, according to police.

Police said the man 
took off after grabbing one 
woman’s bag and was last 
seen running westbound on 
Prior Street.

He is described as white, 
30 to 40 years old and five-
foot-10 with an athletic build. 
Police said he was wearing 
a black rain jacket and his 
face was covered with a red 
bandana. tHandi FlEtcHEr/mEtro

Shooting

Mountie back  
in hometown 
hospital
An RCMP officer shot at a 
traffic stop in Kamloops has 
been transferred back to a 
hospital in his hometown 
after treatment at a Vancou-
ver facility.

Forty-one-year-old Cpl. 
Jean-Rene Michaud was 
gunned down at a traffic 
stop in early December, 
sparking a manhunt for the 

shooter.
Michaud’s wife, Colleen, 

issued a statement last week 
saying her husband has 
shown courage and strength 
through many surgeries, 
countless complications with 
setbacks and faces a long 
road to recovery.

But she said the family 
was finally feeling confident 
that Michaud will overcome 
his substantial injuries.

Kenneth Knutson is 
behind bars awaiting trial 
on various charges, includ-
ing attempted murder.  
tHE canadian PrEss

Vancouver Island

Coroners put 
name to female 
body pulled  
from river
The coroners service has 
identified a woman who 
was pulled from a fast-
flowing river on Vancouver 
Island.

Twenty-six-year-old 
Veronika Weaver of Comox 
could not be resuscitated in 
hospital on Friday, when a 
baby was also rescued from 

the water.
Regional coroner Matt 

Brown says the unidenti-
fied child is still in BC 
Children’s Hospital in 
Vancouver.

Passersby spotted Weav-
er and the baby in the Punt-
ledge River near a bridge 
near downtown Courtenay 
mid-afternoon and called 
authorities. Brown says 
Weaver was pulled from 
the river by members of 
the RCMP and search-and-
rescue volunteers about 1.5 
kilometres downstream. 
tHE canadian PrEss


